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Session 3 - Food and Livelihood Security Assessment 
Due to the World Health Organization’s declaration of H1N1 as a pandemic outbreak, global awareness of pandemic preparedness and response is very high.  Although mild at present, there is concern that the virus will continue to mutate and will become more virulent in the future. Response leaders in your area have determined that they must launch a program to distribute emergency food stocks should a severe pandemic impact threaten the food security and livelihoods of the population. 
As a member of the response team, you have been assigned the task of determining who may suffer most from a pandemic in terms of food and livelihood insecurity.  Be prepared to present to a regional government representative the methods you will use to determine who might need assistance first.  Because authorities will be concerned about the spread of the disease, you must be able to explain how you will safely collect information once social distancing measures are in place.  
1. What types of in-depth information about the levels of hunger and poverty in the region currently exist?   Who might be able to provide more information? Brainstorm a list of possible resources. 

2. What methods will you use to gather local information about the levels of hunger and overall well-being of the local population?  List these methods on a flipchart.  Be prepared to explain in detail who you will interview and who will conduct the interviews.   Will you do anything differently once the virus arrives in the area?  

3. Discuss with a partner how the questions on pages 5-6 of the tool Identifying Those Most at Risk of Food Insecurity could be integrated into any current assessment processes your group uses.  How could the questions be adapted to best gather information about the local population? What other questions might need to be asked?  Which methods of gathering information might be most helpful for the various questions?  
4. If there is time, explore the detailed interview handouts at the end of the tool and consider how these questions might be adapted to best gather information about the local population. 

MATRIX TO ORGANIZE COLLECTED INFORMATION

(a sample is provided on page 9 of the FLSA tool)

	Groups (occupational, gender, well-being, or ethnicity)
	#1 
	#2
	#3

	 Recent Shocks
	
	
	

	Assets owned 
	
	
	

	How does this group make/or receive money? 
	
	
	

	How does this group get food? 

How much food must they purchase?
	
	
	

	Seasonal variations to money, food, or illness? 
	
	
	

	What does this group do to cope with scarcity or shock? 
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